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TITLE:  The Expansion of School Counseling Licensure to Include New  
              Grade Levels  

 

The Hawaiʻi Teacher Standards Board (HTSB) approves the expansion of School 
Counseling licensure to include the following grade levels: 
 
 
School Counseling: P-K, P-3, P-6, and P-12  
 

The P-6 grade band can only be added after successfully completing an HTSB-
approved School Counseling Educator Preparation Program in P-6, which includes a 
clinical placement at a school site with a full-time preschool program. 
 
 

  Rationale/Background: 
Initiated in January 2023 under the leadership of Lieutenant Governor Sylvia Luke, 
Ready Keiki is committed to providing preschool access for all 3- and 4-year-olds in 
Hawaiʻi by 2032, with a target of creating over 400 classrooms statewide. 
 

As the number of public preschool classrooms increases, HTSB will need to 
develop and authorize approved HTSB educator preparation providers to address 
the counseling needs of these students. 

 
Expanding the school counseling license to encompass preschool levels would 
allow counselors to assist a broader spectrum of students, enhancing the 
adaptability and effectiveness of the education system for both educators and 
young learners. 

 
 
Cost(s):  
All expenses are covered within the existing licensing system contract.  

 
 
 
 
 
Submitted by:        Kristi Miyamae  
 
Referred to:          Teacher Standards Committee  
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